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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  APPLES 


The  following  report,  dated  September  10,  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Department's  Fruit  Specialist  in  Europe. 
It  confirms  the  information  put  out  in  the  release  of  September  10, 
"The  British  Apple  Market",  which  was  based  on  a  cable  from  Mr.  Smith, 
and  gives  some  additional  details  as  to  the  state  of  the  British  apple 


Since  arriving  in  England  one  week  ego,  I  have  had  occassion 
to  visit  the  fruit  trade  in  London,  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  Everyone 
is  amazed  at  the  record  made  by  Calif omian  Gravensteins  and  at  the 
high  prices  being  paid  for  present  arrivals  of  miscellaneous  varieties 
from  the  Eastern  States,  and  of  the  first  Winter  Bananas  and  Jonathans 
from  the  Pacific  Coast.     Following  last  year's  discouraging  American 
apple  deal,  Australian  and  New  Zealand  apples  had  a  very  disappointing 
summer.    The  end  of  the  season  was  extremely  dismal  since  prices  barely 
paid  carrying  charges. 

No  enthusiasm  was  shown  in  anticipation  of  Californian  Graven- 
steins and  many  brokers  handled  small  quantities  or  none  at  all.  Early 
English  apples  have  not  filled  the  demand,  either  as  regards  quantity 
or  quality.    With  the  exception  of  plums  fruits  are  very  dear  on  the 
retailers*  stands.     Consequently,  when  the  Gravensteins  came  in  with 
their  fresh,  clean  appearance  there  was  an  eagerness  for  them  from 
every  quarter  that  made  the  demand  far  in  excess  of  the  supply.  With 
only  20  to  40  boxes  going  to  a  wholesale  house  it  was  as  easy  to  get 
$5.00  per  box  as  $3.00-    The  Same  conditions  have  applied  to  the  first 
arrivals  from  Virginia,  New  Jersey,  the  Hudson  Valley  and  Massachusetts 

The  present  situation  is  very  misleading  as  regards  the  potenti- 
al state  of  the  British  market.     The  coal  strike  directly  cuts  off  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  consumers  in  Western  and  Northern  parts  of  the 
Kingdom.     Indirectly,  it  has  affected  all  industries,  especially  cotton, 
iron  and  steel.     In  Glasgow,  shipbuilding  on  the  Clyde  is  estimated 
between  24  per  cent  and  30  per  cent  below  what  it  was  during  the  summer 
of  1925,  principally  on  account  of  the  shortage  in  steel.     Coal  is  be- 
ing landed  by  the  shipload  from  Continental  countries,  but  the  short- 
age affects  all  public  utilities  and  domestic  life.    The  retail  price 
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of  coal  is  double  a  normal  price  and  is  delivered  in  limited  amounts 
by  permit.     Once  a  settlement  is  effected  it  is  probable  that  unfilled 
orders  will  cause  the  coal  mines  and  all  other  industries  to  offer  more 
employment  and  set  up  a  bigger  payroll  than  has  been  observed  in  several 
seasons.     But  such  a  settlement- would  have  to  take  place  before  October 
to  avert  bad  conditions  when  heavy  fall  apple  consignments  are  arriving. 
Workers  with  no  wages  cannot  buy  small-sized  apples  and  oranges  in  a 
volume  that  fills  ships  at  prices  of  from  6<fi  to  10<p  each,  now  being 
charged  on  the  retail  stands. 


The  first  fruit  really  to  be  competitive  with  imported  apples 
are  Spanish  oranges.    November  is  the  month  of  their  first  arrivals, 
though  they  are  not  really  good  before  mid-December.    A  very  big  crop 
is  anticipated.     In  the  meantime  oranges  are  scarce,  inferior  and  dear. 
With  a  shortage  of  from  5,000,000  to  7,000,000  bushels  in  the  English 
apple  crop,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  conditions  so  bad  that  normal 
imports  of  .American  apples  will  not  prevail,  taking  the  season  as  a 
whole.     The  trend  of  prices,  however,  is  a  subject  that  is  full  of 
speculation  and  one  in  which  the  settlement  of  the  coal  strike  will  play 
an  important  part. 

EDWIH  SMITH 
Specialist  in  F0 reign  Marketing 
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